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A LETTER FROM THE POPE
“We have set our hope on the living God” (I Tim 4:10)

My dear friends,

This Palm Sunday just past, we celebrated the twenty-
fourth World Youth Day at the diocesan level. As we
prepared for this annual event, I recalled with deep
gratitude to the Lord the meeting held in Sydney in
July last year. It was a most memorable encounter, 1

during which the Holy Spirit renewed the lives of countless young people who
had come together from all over the world. The joy of celebration and spiritual
enthusiasm experienced during those few days was an eloquent sign of the
presence of the Spirit of Christ. Now we are journeying towards the international
gathering due to take place in Madrid in 2011, which will have as its theme the
words of the Apostle Paul: "Rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith"
(cf. Col 2:7). As we look forward to that global youth meeting, let us undertake a
path of preparation together. We take as our text for the year 2009 a saying of
Saint Paul: '"We have set our hope on the living God'' (I Tim 4:10).

But how can we speak of this hope to you young people? We know that it is in
God alone that a human person finds true fulfillment. The main task for us all is
that of a new evangelization aimed at helping younger generations to rediscover
the true face of God, who is Love. To you young people, who are in search of a
firm hope, I address the very words that Saint Paul wrote to the persecuted
Christians in Rome at that time: '""May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit" (Rom 15:13). During this Jubilee Year dedicated to the Apostle of the
Gentiles on the occasion of the two thousandth anniversary of his birth, let us
learn from him how to become credible witnesses of Christian hope.

Saint Paul, witness of hope

When Paul found himself immersed in difficulties and trials of various kinds, he
wrote to his faithful disciple Timothy: "We have set our hope on the living God"
(I Tim 4:10). How did this hope take root in him? In order to answer that question
we must go back to his encounter with the Risen Jesus on the road to Damascus.
At that time, Saul was a young person like you in his early twenties, a follower of
the Law of Moses and determined to fight with every means, and even to kill
those he regarded as God's enemies (cf. Acts 9:1).

While on his way to Damascus to arrest the followers of Christ, he was blinded by
a mysterious light and he heard himself called by name: "Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?" He fell to the ground, and asked: "Who are you, Lord?" The reply
came: "l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting" (Acts 9:3-5). After that encounter,
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Paul's life changed radically. He received Baptism and became an Apostle of the
Gospel. On the road to Damascus, he was inwardly transformed by the Divine
Love he had met in the person of Jesus Christ. He would later write: "The life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me" (Gal 2:20). From being a persecutor, he became a witness and a
missionary. He founded Christian communities in Asia Minor and Greece, and
traveled thousands of miles amid all kinds of perils, culminating in his martyrdom
in Rome. All this for love of Christ.

The great hope is in Christ
For Paul, hope is not simply an ideal or sentiment, but a living person: Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

Profoundly filled with this certainty, he could write to Timothy: "We have set our
hope on the living God" (I Tim 4:10). The "living God" is the Risen Christ
present in our world. He is the true hope: the Christ who lives with us and in us
and who calls us to share in his eternal life. If we are not alone, if he is with us,
even more, if he is our present and our future, then why be afraid? A Christian's
hope is therefore to desire 'the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our
happiness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own
strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit"

My dear friends,

Follow the example of Paul and be witnesses to the Risen Christ! Make Christ
known, among your own age group and beyond, to those who are in search of "the
great hope" that would give meaning to their lives. If Jesus has become your
hope, communicate this to others with your joy and your spiritual, apostolic and
social engagement. Let Christ dwell within you, and having placed all your faith
and trust in him, spread this hope around you. Make choices that demonstrate
your faith.

May Saint Paul be your example on this path of apostolic life. He nourished his
life of constant faith and hope by looking to Abraham, of whom he wrote in the
Letter to the Romans: "Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
the father of many nations" (Rom 4:18). Following in the footsteps of the people
of hope - composed of prophets and saints of every age - we continue to advance
towards the fulfillment of the Kingdom, and on this spiritual path we are
accompanied by the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope.

Dear young friends, be assured that I remember all of you every day in my
prayers. I give my heartfelt blessing to you and to all who are dear to you.

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
From the Vatican, 22 February 2009
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THE SINNER ... THE SAINT

&5 Niran Iskandar
Some people might see Jesus Christ’s teaching for His followers to hate their
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters and even their own life to be so out
of the question, to be so opposite to His teachings about loving each other and
forgiving each other, yet these words cannot be understood with its right meaning
without reading His full message: "To carry their cross and follow Him".

For me, I came to understand that the cross that all Christians share is “Jesus
Christ’s Teachings” that is “God’s Word” that we need to love, know and
understand in order to work on it and be able to discern the right teachings from
the wrong, in order to stand in front of the one who is doing a wrong behaviour
that displeases God with courage and complete confidence no matter what is the
relation between that person and us, or even his/her position.

As Christians, we can live our lives without realizing that we are not doing what

Jesus Christ actually have asked as to do:

®*  We can enjoy ourselves without taking care of the poor, and the poorest of all
poor people is the one who is standing on our door waiting for us to open to
Him, i.e. Jesus Christ who also said that He is thirsty and needs from us to
provide Him, with our attentive ears, our hearts;

e We can work hard to provide our families with enough money to make them
live in good standards yet we forget to take them to church or read for them
the Bible;

® We can argue and fight with our partner/parents/relatives on any subject and
end up our relationship without remembering Jesus Christ’s teachings about
forgiveness;

® We can make ‘Money’ as the motive of our lives;

® We can easily be, with our actions and behaviour, a stumbling block in the
path of the faith of others;

e We can easily forget our duties towards God and towards the people
surrounding us (our parents, partner, children, ... etc);

e We can easily have a stubborn heart that will blind our eyes from seeing our
own mistakes; ... etc

As Christians, we understand that living with a polluted body will yield a polluted
soul; and most of us can have an unpolluted body with polluted spirit (people with
lukewarm love to God that is not on Fire so they cannot love others [Revelation
(3:14-22): Church of Laodicea]).

What are the things that pollute the body and accordingly the spirit?

The desire of heart and eye --- this, if it is earthly desires, then it can lead to:
loving earthly riches more than God, lying, stealing, adultery, covetousness to
other people’s possessions, disobeying God’s Word, killing, ... etc.
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What are the things that pollute the spirit without polluting the body?

To obey the Ten Commandments but without doing loving and merciful actions
(i.e., acts of Charity: Proclaim God’s Love; provide shelter, drink, food, clothes
and money to the poor (bodily and spiritually) [not loving your neighbour/others
(the people in need) as you love yourself]). In other words: to be spiritually
unfruitful.

‘Washing away the things that pollute the body’ is to turn the desire of heart
and eye towards Heaven, and wisely invest in whatever gifts (money, intelligence,
courage, etc) that is given to us; and in this case this will automatically sanctify
the spirit [even if you are called now ‘The unfaithful Stewart’].

‘Washing away the things that pollutes the spirit’ is to change your heart to be
thankful to God, compassionate, sacrificing, meek and humble as Jesus Christ’s
Heart, i.e. to be born of Spirit (to put the Word into practice, i.e. filled with God’s
Love through the Holy Spirit) and this will sanctify the spirit in addition to the
body.

Yes, we are Christians but somehow our own cross is cracked, a crack that can
divide the cross in two parts as we have no complete understanding to our Faith
and worship other things with God. And, in our hearts there is only lukewarm
love to God. Every time we sin (with or without knowledge), the crack in our
cross increase and our remembrance to God fade until we start living just like
anyone else who don’t know that God exist. It is from this kind of living that God
want us to be baptized and washed clean. God, and so should we, would like to
see a solid healthy cross on our shoulders where our actions would come out of
Love and not just as duties towards God and others (Philemon 1:8-9).

If we can imagine/admit this cracked cross then we will feel so sad, upset and
worried and ask God to do something, ask Him for His Divine Providence. This
feeling is what is called repentance, the feeling of sorrow of how did we become
like this, and the wish to become nearer to God; a repentance that will lead to a
promise to God that we will not go back to our previous actions. Then, we will
see a White Linen cloth amending the crack of our cross, keeping both sides
together (in good times and bad times (i.e., at the times we break that promise, at
a time of distress He will save us by His forgiveness)) and giving strength to
ourselves to stay like that forever (i.e. to continue to strive to keep our promise to
God). This White Linen cloth is the Resurrected Jesus Christ, His Holiness, and
God’s Love to us. Living like this, i.e. in God’s Love according to Jesus Christ’s
Teachings will change our cracked cross, our life and we will not be living in our
bodies any more but Jesus Christ will be living in us (we will see ourselves as the
person who is crucified on the cross); and as followers of Jesus Christ we will be
God’s Children who build His Kingdom in their hearts (on earth before in
Heaven) and their hearts will be His Temple from where He will shine to others.
And when the time comes, we, in our new bodies, will shine in the Glory of God

- 45 -



and join the Seraphim, the Cherubim, the Angels and all souls in Heaven in
praising God with the universal word: “Halleluiah, Halleluiah, Halleluiah”.

Understanding what Christianity means will put in our hearts a
humble spirit that will say when it does its duties and receive
words of appreciation that all thanks is to God as we are only )
doing our duties: A servant to others as My Master was to me.

My God, Heavenly Father, by the power of Your Holy Spirit lead us to the fullness
of Light and Truth and let us taste the sweetness of the true wisdom of Your Word
and be embraced always with Your Divine Providence in Jesus Christ Your
beloved Son Who reign with You and The Holy Spirit One God. Amen.

GROWING-UP IN FAITH

&5 Waseem Hermiz -WYD Group Leader

“That great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory for ever and ever.” (Heb 13:20-21)

Yes, the LORD has equipped His younger shepherds (his servants of the youth)
with all that is good to do His will, that is to bring the sheep back to the flock.
Bring the youth back to the Church and this pleases Him and only to Him be
glory for He is the only Good Shepherd. We started 2009 with a bang, blessings
and blessing have been poured from God our Father on the whole Youth Group
and we began the year invigorated from the effects of post WYD and the flame of
the Holy Spirit within us. We had our first Youth Camp for 2009 at end of Jan for
the Youth Group ages 14+ where 35 members participated.

From that camp and our first few youth meetings we grew from 25 WYD
members to 40 members at our first meeting in February 2009 till about 75-80
youth at end of March. And we are still growing, God bless all those that keep
spreading the word of Hope and Faith to their brothers and sisters and friends to
come and join us and our group. As the theme for Youth Day 09 set by Pope
Benedict X VI tells us "We have set our hope on the living God"” (1 Tim 4:10), our
parish has great hopes for our group and us as a Youth Group we have our hope
set on the Living God. Our mission is to spread this great Hope for all.

The events for this first half of the year included the above mentioned Youth
Camp where we went to Hamilton for 3 days and 2 nights (30-31 Jan & 1 Feb),
whereby we had fun activities, talks on the camp themes of Love, Respect and
Forgiveness. We had people from the Catholic Diocese of Auckland join us to
lead a session of activities and a talk, we had the youth divided into 4 groups to
take care of the chores including cooking our meals and cleaning. By the end of
the camp, no one wanted to leave. As well as the physical stuff, we also had
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spiritual stuff including a mass centred on Baoutha and its meaning to us and
morning prayers during Sunday out in the garden. Something that struck home to
me that the camp was very effective was when most of the youth that went to
camp came to the last day of Baoutha mass on Wednesday, that was very moving
seeing them all there.

Next we had Legacy 09 during 21-22 Feb organised by the Catholic Diocese of
Auckland as a post WYD event to gather all the youth for worship, talks and to
see the vocations expo. There was an international speaker as well as Christian
bands and music plus fun activities. As part of this event, groups were asked to
make a banner to reflect their group, so in that creative spirit our group went
ahead starting from the time of camp till Legacy weekend and made our banner.
You can see it from the photos as it had our Iraqi flag, the cross of Christ and the
silver fern. Lord Grant Us Peace was our motto. A big thank you goes out to all
those who did this banner and to all that came to Legacy. Everyone enjoyed it and
got something out of it.

Our Youth Group program started to be regular again and in earnest on 11 Feb.
We meet on every Wednesday 7-9pm. Our usual program includes half hour of
socialising and getting to catch up with friends and meet new people. Then we get
into praise and worship songs and prayers, a talk on a specific topic prepared by
the leaders and discussions in small groups. We also have fun nights every 4-5
weeks which include games, competitions and other activities for the youth. This
group is being looked after by 10 committed servants which have been chosen
from the Youth Group and who are under the guidance of the parish priest, Fr.
Fawzi Koro. These servants (used to be called leaders) meet on a weekly basis to
organise and plan for the Wednesday meetings and to also plan for a long term
vision for the group.

Our other activities which have had a big impact on the community was the idea
of getting the young and the youth together in the hall for an English language
service of the first half of the mass. This was started on the first Sunday of March
and is turning out to be a great success. We have had between 40-60 young and
youth coming to the service which includes some praise and worship,
introductory prayers of the Chaldean mass, the homily given by one of the youth
servants, prayers of the faithful and the Creed. The youth join in the church at the
time of sign of peace to continue on with the mass. This will go on for every Sun
except the last Sunday of every month where we have the usual Youth Mass
inside the church.

The parish council and the priest have supported this group in their needs to grow,
and have given them the time to listen to their issues and acting on them. The
youth committee is thankful for that support and asks for God to bless the
community with such people who serve this new generation of youth with this
zeal of Christ & the Holy Spirit.
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On behalf of the Youth Servants and the whole Youth Group, I want first to give
thanks to God for His blessings on all of us and for this mission he has entrusted
us which is to give glory to Him through this work with the youth of our
community. As always, also thanks to the whole St Addai parish community for
your generous support and prayers for our youth and the future of our community.

A final word from me, your servant in Christ, if you are a youth member your
mission for this year is to invite more youth to come to our meetings especially
your siblings and friends. If you are a parent, please encourage your youth to
come to these meetings, and to get as much out of them as they can. It is there to
benefit them in their life in spiritual, physical, emotional and mental areas. Be
their encouragement and support and help us help them to hold on to the Faith and
to keep coming to the Church to be with Christ. Finally, my Easter greetings to
you all and blessed be the name of Jesus always. Christ has risen, glory be to
Him. God Bless.

SAINT ADDAI’S YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Eucharistic Adoration &5 Doris Nissan

St Addai Youth group has been doing a lot of spiritual and fun activities. Some of
the activities that we have done were going to an event called Legacy 09, having
youth meetings every Wednesday, adoration, youth lead English masses, fun
nights and recently we had a youth party.

One activity that my fellow youth group members and I have enjoyed a lot was
adoration. The word adoration comes from the root word adore and it means to
love, praise, worship and respect. There are four main events in adoration. In
adoration we get together, unite our voices to one and praise God. Then in
contrition, which is repentance, you ask for forgiveness from God. Then there is
thanksgiving and it’s when you thank God for everything and anything He has
given you, and lastly supplication which is a time of personal prayer to ask God
for all your needs. Adoration makes you realise what Jesus and God, his Father,
gave up to save us from our sins and is a time to confess your sins.

The adoration that we had was held on Wednesday during the Holy Week before
Easter and was held in the church. We had four priests for confession: Fr. Fawzi,
Fr. Gergis, Fr. Frank and Fr. Peter.

During adoration everyone had mixed emotions and when adoration was over
everyone seemed more peaceful and happier. I enjoyed having adoration because
it was just a time between me and God. It wasn’t like the usual youth group
meetings that we have where the servants of Christ (youth group leaders) just talk
and preach to us. It was a different, quiet and peaceful time between each
individual person and God. I felt relief as I walked out of the confession room as I
felt like a huge burden was lifted of my shoulders.
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I would like to thank the servants of Christ for allowing Adoration to take place
and for the rest of things that they have gone out of their way to do for the youth
group. I would also like to thank all the youth group members for attending.

Youth Camp and Legacy 2009 & Renin Yousif
Wow! It’s amazing.

This year we had so much going on, from Legacy 2009 to events happening all
around Auckland and the most important one our youth camp. Well I would just
like to talk to you about two events that have happened during the last couple of
months or so, which were our Youth Camp and Legacy 2009. I just want to start
of by saying a big thanks to Waseem our youth leader for organizing everything
and getting us together as a youth.

Our youth camp to be honest was just amazing in my opinion anyway, but I'm
sure everyone else had a blast. We did quite a few activities from kayaking, rock
climbing, BMXing and much more. The one thing I enjoyed most about this camp
was getting to know everyone better and bonding with them more. For me
personally this made me feel more confident in myself and towards others, for
example now I'm not afraid to approach people that I don’t know. I can actually
go up to them and talk and have a good conversation with them. Something very
interesting I got out of this camp was getting to know the other side of people.
Some people are quite shy and not out there but this camp encouraged them to do
things that they don’t usually do, which was great to see. Overall it was a very
enjoyable experience for me and wouldn’t mind doing it again.

Legacy 2009: Wow! Just wow! Legacy 2009 is the most amazing, most incredible
event to have been at. This was at the beginning of the year somewhere around
February. At first I didn’t really understand what it was, with all the pamphlets
being handed out and all this stuff being said about it so what out youth did was
decide to go check it out. There were about 24 of us that went. It was such an over
powering feeling just walking into those doors knowing that everyone is there for
one reason and one reason only, which was being in the presence of God our
Father. There were a lot of performances happening: from singers to group
dancers and heaps more. My most enjoyable performance would defiantly have
been With Hope the rock band. Wow! They were just amazing. I just got up and
ran to the dance floor and danced till the music stopped. It was such a great
feeling seeing everyone just dancing along to it. This experience for me was one
that I will never forget, well after WYD obviously. Something I really enjoyed
doing was going up on stage holding our Youth banner. YAY! Personally I think
that our banner was very out there and we so could have taken it out, however
there were a lot of other great banners that caught the judge’s eyes. Good job!

To finish off, I would just like to say that I have gotten a lot out of our youth
group and I recommend others out there to come along and experience the fun and
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the craziness that goes on in our youth, not just fun days but those serious days
where we all get together and praise God our Father.

Glow-in-the-Dark &5 Sabrina Emmanuel

After a good start to the Saturday night (18 April), it was awesome seeing the
youth of St. Addai church coming together and enjoying the party with hectic
glowing sticks, smashing music, and exciting UV lights that went towards the
Theme of “Glow-in-the-Dark™ Yth Party. Music was great, food and drinks were
awesome, and the mayhem of the disco lights was outstanding.

To those who wore White, well done! We saw you out on the dance floor,
flaunting your hectic shuffling, tectonic or even if you were moving to the beat of
your own drum®. Not only that, but an awesome variety of music was played that
suited the people in the party, so thank you for putting that into consideration, it’s
much appreciated. The food was great and well prepared; the samosas were the
BEST! © And so were the pizzas and the soft drinks.

My favourite part of the night was, when I first walked in, I saw every body
greeting one another and just getting into the music and starting up with the
dancing and fun. I hope that we have another party, just like this one, again soon.
It was awesome seeing every one so excited about a youth event like this and
hopes that we have more exciting nights. Thanks to every one who came and had
a lovely time, please guys, continue to come to the meetings on Wednesdays from
7-9 pm. Thanks for every one and remember to love, share, play and support.

And a Special thank you to all the leaders who put a great deal of time and effort
into organizing the night, you guys Rock!

Waitakere Trip &5 Isen Lasso

On the 21" of March a group of 13 St Addai Youth boys including myself went to
Waitakere Ranges thanks to Martin Walsh. A Kiwi/Irish Catholic man who was
inspired to reach out and make a difference with youth of a different culture. He
wanted to demonstrate Kiwi generosity and hospitality. We had to wake up
between 5 and 6am to get ready and meet up at church. We were all at church at
around 7am. We went to subway for breakfast. It was about an hour’s drive from
church to our camp site.

When we got there we went on this 15km hike which was a bit of a challenge for
most of us but for some it was nothing. We were separated into 2 groups the fast
quick joggers and the relaxed slow walkers. The fast jogger group got to the camp
site 1 hour before the walkers because they had to get the equipment ready
(fishing nets and muscles net). Our dinner was what we caught. We had enough
muscles to feed everyone there but no fish unfortunately. Don’t worry we had
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back up we were sponsored and we had heaps of sausages, corn and greens. After
dinner and rest we had games such as soccer, rugby and a game of bullrush which
Zaid Matti (Bashar’s older brother) won and unfortunately cost him his ankle. We
also had plenty of games of spotlight (where you have cops and robbers and the
cops have to shine their torches at the robbers to catch them).

On the 22™ (the next day Sunday) we woke up early at 7am by the sound of the
wolves (Leaders started howling). That day was spent with the mayor of West
Auckland, Bob Harvey. He came to talk to us about his history and how he loved
where he came from. He was a lovely man. He related to us very well. He shared
with us some of his adventures. He was cool and fun if you see him you will
know what I mean. He showed us around the caves. We went in the caves you see
some pretty interesting stuff in there. It was my first time in a cave and I really
enjoyed it and I am pretty sure everyone else did. Before he left he gave us wise
advice which I think was important he said, “Don’t pursue fame and money, just
be yourself and pursue your passions, if you're good at what you do everything
will come”.

At first I didn’t want to come to this trip because I thought it would be boring and
lame (but mum made me). When I got there I saw one of my class mates and we
weren’t that much of friends but ever since then we have been best mates. I liked
the trip because I made closer relationships with everyone there. The 15km walk/
jog was a good exercise even though we were exhausted. We were also sponsored
for everything such as food, tents, bus, fishing lines/nets and everything else. 1
would like to thank all our sponsors and leaders for doing such a great job. May
God bless them all!

VINE YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

What has our youth in the north been up to?

&5 Meena Amso - Group Leader

Well just few days ago the "Vine Youth Group" here in north shore Auckland
celebrated faith, love and fellowship with 50 or so young Catholics. The so called
"faithbook" camp has become the highlight of the week for many young to
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mature adults. With intense organisation and preparation, phone calling and
prayers, faithbook pulled off an event, for many, was more than just a camp. In
such little time, our leaders managed to gather numbers, book a place, organise
speakers and cooks to have one of the most amazing two and a half days of praise
and worship, talks, discussions, fellowships, food and fun. Sir Peter Blake’s
Education Centre in Long Bay, North Shore was the perfect location to get away
from it all, to just spend time with God and nature. It was so amazing to see the
youth embrace their faith through prayers and reflection. Many of our young souls
got touched by the Holy Spirit on Saturday night's praise & worship, and they are
living it out as a true testimony to God's love and grace.

As young catholics we have to continue our walk with God, to be inspired by the
great people around us, to be a living example of God's Word and to love and
serve one another in faith and love.

MY GOD STORY 25 Danny Kettoola

My life resembled very much the parable of the prodigal son in Luke. I have good
family, great parents who loved me, provided me with an excellent up-bringing,
good schooling etc...

I wasn’t satisfied, wanted to rebel and live for myself ignoring God and my
parent’s instruction. I was lost just living a life for “fun” partying, drugs, alcohol
and girls. I had all the fun I could in university and wanted more, so I went
overseas to have more fun. First stop, Sydney hoping to see the rest of the world
and expand my horizons. When I was traveling and working I started asking for
more meaningful questions about life, as the fun "highs" were no longer fulfilling
me.

My priorities shifted from the pursuit of fun to the pursuit of success. That’s
success over all areas of my life; finances, career, relationships, health, family,
friends, and God. I defined success by obtaining and maintaining every area in my
life at a good level. Good picture that describes how life for me was: I, in the
centre, juggling all the areas of my life.

I was in control. Life was about me. I started going back to church but it felt like I
had one leg with God and one leg in the world. I used my determination, mindset,
motivation and all my energy to improve my character and change some of bad
habits for the better. I was making good money, quit binge drinking, smoking and
drugs but I struggled in the area of sexually purity and pornography. I came to a
low point in that it didn’t matter how hard I tried to change I just couldn’t.

I felt like I lost my dignity, respect for myself, felt low, cheap and frustrated with
myself. I really felt powerless to change. I found myself on my knees before God
admitting that this is something I can’t do in my own strength. I asked for His
help. There was a distinct moment where I knew I put both legs in with God, took
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myself out of the center of my world, and gave God that place. I decided to trust
Him. Next day I felt relief and knew God came through and picked me up from
where I was. His love and power became real in my life as He took away my
sinful desires in exchange for new desires to learn about who He is and the
purpose of why He created me.

I started going to church more regularly, studying the bible and was involved with
the catholic youth in Sydney. I spoke at World Youth Day in Sydney at one of the
gatherings and shared my story.

I feel now God wants me to do more of that, to share my story and His love and
healing power with my family, friends and the rest of the world. Because He
wants to do the same in your life!!!

A Letter to St. Addai Chaldean Catholic Church

I was privileged enough to become a part of a family that not only welcomed me
into their family but they accepted me for my true self. The family I'm talking
about are kind hearted and loving. The Hormes family (Samer, Abtesam, Hane,
Salwan, Nash and Fade) are strong in their faith for our Lord.

As I became closer to the Hormes family, I soon discovered that their faith made
them accepting of others and welcome everyone into their lives no matter the
person’s religion, culture or background.

I wanted to be part of what they shared as a family and as community. I chose to
become a member of the Catholic Church and share in their values and beliefs.
Through my self discovery and discovery in the Lord; I was given a great
opportunity to learn the ways of the Lord and the history of the Catholic Church
through a knowledgeable and generous man. Benjamin Beniamin had taught me
the beginnings of Jesus and how He sacrificed Himself to wipe us of our sins. I
have learnt so much over a short period and I know that there is so much more I
will discover as time passes.

Being baptized in St. Addai Chaldean Catholic Church has strengthened my faith
and has made me feel a part of the community. I would like to thank the members
of the St. Addai Chaldean Catholic Church for welcoming me into your
community.

I would like to say a big thank you to Benjamin for his wealth of knowledge and
to say that I have learnt so much from him about his faith and his compassion.
Thank you to Rev Fawzi Koro for conducting my baptism and wedding
ceremonies, and making me a member of your community.

Last but not least, thank you to the Hormes family for opening your home to me
and making me feel like a member of your family. You make me proud to say I'm

part of your family. TEabetla
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